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EVENT CALENDAR: Summer Holidays and Term 1 2006
16 Dec Friday MFE office closes for holidays
9 Jan Monday MFE office re-opens
Mid-Jan Schedule of 2006 programs and fees mailed to MFE

members and posted on website
30 Jan-3 Feb Mon-Fri 2pm-5pm Monkey Drums Holiday Workshop for ages 9-15
3 Feb Friday Re-enrolment and payment of fees for Term 1 due for all

continuing MFE members
9 & 10 Feb Thu & Fri 3-6pm Information and enrolment sessions for new members
13 Feb Monday Term 1 classes start
13 Feb Monday 5pm Act Up Sing Out information session

Junior Workshop 1: The Dolphin’s Adventure
11 & 12 Mar Sat & Sun Choral Workshop: Stephen Leek
8 & 9 April Sat & Sun African Drumming/Dance/Chant Workshops: Tuza Afutu
13 April Thursday Last day of classes for Term 1

MAKE MUSIC HAPPEN FOR YOU IN 2006 – RE-ENROL ON TIME!
• All MFE members enrolled in 2005 programs will receive a re-enrolment package  by mail in

January .  If your postal address details have changed please let the office know immediately
otherwise you may not receive your package.

• To re-enrol:  members need to complete the YELLOW  membership and enrolment form; filling in
membership details for 2006 and entering the programs you wish to enrol in.  Consult the GREEN
schedule of programs and fees to enter the codes, days, times and fees of your programs on the
enrolment form.  Please read the information on the yellow form about possible discounts before
calculating your total costs.

• Make sure you return your re-enrolment form with membership and program fees payment for
Term 1 2006 no later than Friday 3 February 2006 .  After this date, MFE cannot guarantee that
there will be vacancies in the program of your choice.

• Members handbook : Remember to pick up your 2006 Members Handbook when you enrol or are
next in the MFE office: all members should read this handbook carefully and make sure they are
familiar with MFE policies, especially regarding fees, and codes of behaviour in the Ainslie Arts Centre.

• Fees: The MFE Council has not raised fees for Term 1 but will be reviewing the fees set for the rest of
the year.  MFE tutors have received a wage increase for 2006, to ensure that MFE continues to
engage high quality musicians and teachers for MFE programs. A new Pensioner  discount  will be
offered in 2006, as well as the current Family  and Music Plus discounts.  Please check the
information on your enrolment form, in the handbook or on the website for details of these discounts.

COMING IN 2006
Special projects include:
• African Drumming, Chant and Dance with master Ghanaian musician TUZA AFUTU
• Choral commission and workshop project with leading Australian composer and choral expert

STEPHEN LEEK
• Clarinet and saxophone workshop with national workshop leader MARK WALTON
New weekly tuition programs include:
• Group tuition in brass instruments for youth and adults
• Group singing tuition for upper teens and adults
• AMEB Musicianship classes for youth and adults
• Group tuition in saxophone
• Group tuition for youth in electric guitar
More information about these exciting new programs and projects on the MFE website from mid-January.
Up first in 2006 is a special holiday workshop for kids:

MONKEY DRUMS HOLIDAY WORKSHOP
2pm-5pm Mon 30 Jan - Fri 3 Feb 2006
Holiday fun for ages 9 – 15.  Make your own drums & percussion instruments with
Jim Sharrock, learn to play world music rhythms, and join in the Multicultural
Festival Parade! Cost: $135 + 2006 membership fee
Enrol now: limited places.  Form available online www.mfe.org.au
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Strange Weather Gospel Choir News
The Strange Weather Gospel Choir celebrated their 10th anniversary year in 2005 with a number of
exciting projects, including the production of their first CD, performing at the October Moruya Jazz Festival,
a photographic and archival exhibition, and a sold-out November concert at the Hughes Baptist Church.
Congratulations and thanks to everyone who did so much to make all these activities a success.  The 10th

anniversary also provided an opportunity to reflect on what has been achieved so far and to consider the
future of the Choir.  The Council of Music For Everyone has come to the conclusion that the Choir is now
at a stage of development where it is strong enough in capacity and has such a clear independent identity
that it can function and indeed flourish as an incorporated association in its own right. Music For Everyone
looks forward to the continued success of this special community group as an independent choir in 2006.

Act Up Sing Out News
An energetic and very talented cast performed our second AUSO production of the year from September
23-29 at Belconnen Community Theatre.  THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN was a sell–out success with
record crowds enjoying an entertaining show. The third and final AUSO show for the year THE GOOD,
THE BAD AND THE DONKEY was a similar success story with record audiences for both the public and
school shows.  And congratulations to the many AUSO alumni (David, Jessica, Luka, Meg, Jasper,
Frances and others) who successfully auditioned for and won prized youth roles in musicals around
Canberra: watch out for our stars in key juvenile roles in Goldilocks, Les Mis and The Sound of Music! The
three AUSO shows programmed for next year will be real winners as well.  School groups and holiday
programs should note the 2006 show dates listed below in their diaries now as we are already taking
bookings for 2006 school shows.  Youth aged 7-11 are welcome to come along to the info session on Mon
13 Feb at 5pm to find out all about our first workshop & production for the year: The Dolphin’s Adventure.

Special event: Indonesian music and dance at the Ainslie Arts Centre
The afternoon of Indonesian music and dance with the ANU Javanese Gamelan Orchestra led by Amrih
Widodo and Bapak Soegito was one of the best events ever at MFE.  More than seventy people of all ages
took part in this fun afternoon, listening and watching the orchestra perform and demonstrate the structure
of gamelan music, and then everyone having a go at playing the different instruments themselves.  A large
number of people also followed Amrih Widodo in his beautiful demonstration of Indonesian dance steps,
and danced together to the gamelan music.  Amrih’s aim was to give people the feeling of being a part of a
Javanese festival and that was certainly the most enjoyable result, a wonderful finale to a year of Asian
music at Music For Everyone.

Concert performances in Term 4
MFE members and their tutors took part in several wonderful concerts this term, including a delightful foyer
concert featuring solo performances, as well as the larger Christmas events that had great contributions
from almost all programs, from our youngest members in the MusicPlay and MusicCraft classes right
through to our adult members playing a range of instruments.  Of particular note were the excellent
performances by our ensembles and group classes, such as the Tarantella adult guitar ensemble, Grace
Notes youth recorder quartet, String Swing adult string ensemble, and the Clarinet group class, who
become the ensemble Clarinet Caravan in 2006, as well as many other smaller groups who got together
specially for these concerts.  The growth of our ensembles and group classes has led to a wonderful
diversity of music on offer at our concerts.  In 2006 MFE looks forward to more groups developing and
adding to the mix: a new youth guitar ensemble Leyenda is already timetabled and hopefully others will
develop during the year.  Congratulations and thanks to all MFE performers and their tutors who took part
in the many concerts at MFE in 2005, sharing their enjoyment of music with us all.

KEY DATES & EVENTS FOR 2006
MFE TERM DATES 2006 MFE CONCERTS 2006
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

13 Feb- 13 April
1 May- 7 July
24 July-29 September
16 October-15 December

Term 2
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4
Term 4
Term 4

Foyer Concert
African Concert
Winter Warm-Up
Foyer Concert
Choral Concert
Xmas Concerts

Sunday 14 May 3pm
Sunday 18 June Time TBA
Sunday 27 August 1-4pm
Sunday 5 Nov 3pm
Oct/November date TBA
Sundays 3 & 10 December

SPECIAL WORKSHOPS AND PROJECTS 2006
African Music Theme : Drumming, Chant & Dance workshops with Tuza Afutu
Choral commission, workshops & performances  with composer Stephen Leek
Clarinet/Saxophone workshop  with Mark Walton

April/May/June
March/November
August

ACT UP SING OUT PERFORMANCES 2006
The Dolphin’s Adventure
King Leo
The Nutcracker

25-27 June
5-11 October
19-21 November

Ainslie Arts Centre Hall
Belconnen Community Theatre
Ainslie Arts Centre Hall


